
Questions about NE 68th Street 
 

1. What is the short term and long term plan to mitigate the safety risks along NE 68th Street? The City of 
Vancouver and Clark County should collaborate on this holistic plan. 

Clark County Public Works regularly reviews county roadways for safety issues that arise from crashes 
involving motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists during the previous five years. High crash rates prompt us to 
look for potential improvements. Crashes have been reviewed along this corridor, but this review did not 
lead to a specific engineering solution. Many crashes were related to driver error or inattentiveness, not 
specific roadway features. With this type of crash history, a cost-benefit analysis does not indicate that 
crash rates will improve (number of crashes will be reduced) with road improvements. 

Public Works also has a prioritized list for sidewalk improvements, and this segment of sidewalk is on that 
list. We are currently doing a scoping effort to determine if we should apply for grants for this segment of 
sidewalk at the end of the month, depending on how high the cost estimates turn out. We will coordinate 
with the City of Vancouver as needed when projects are planned near jurisdictional borders. 

2. Why is NE 68th Street not listed on the most recent 6-year Transportation Improvement Plan? 

This section of roadway was not identified through the recently completed Comprehensive Planning 
process and 20-year Capital Facilities Plan, which shapes the 6-year Transportation Improvement Program.  
That is how road sections get prioritized for “capacity/mobility” types of improvements.   

However, other improvement projects fall under “Ongoing Programs,” where specific projects are not listed 
individually unless grant funding is secured. For example, a portion of the road segment addressed in your 
letter will be paved with a fresh layer of asphalt, along with disabled-accessible sidewalk curb ramps to 
meet current Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards.   

If ongoing scoping work determines that we should submit a sidewalk grant application and that application 
is successful, we will design a project to improve sidewalks along this stretch of roadway. 

Link to Transportation Improvement Program: www.clark.wa.gov/public-works/transportation-
improvement-program  

Link to Capital Facilities Plan: www.clark.wa.gov/community-planning/comprehensive-growth-
management-plan  

3. What is plan for making improvements on NE 68th Street from NE Highway 99 to NE Saint Johns Road? 

See #2 above 

4. Why is only one side of the road improved by a developer (half street improvements)? 

Refer to Clark County Code, 40.350.030 Street and Road Standards, specifically B Sections 5 and 6, for 
details about half-street improvements and off-site improvements. Clark County must follow county code 
to determine what obligations are placed on developers.   

5. When will NE 68th Street be improved at Saint Johns Road with a traffic signal and at the intersection of 
NE Highway 99? 

The NE St. Johns Road-68th Street intersection is inside Vancouver’s city limits, which means the city is 
responsible for designing and building any improvements to the intersection. 

There are currently no improvements planned by the county at the intersection of Highway 99 and NE 68th 
Street. However, the developer’s traffic engineer will need to evaluate that intersection if they determine 



their project will put vehicles through that intersection.  The intersection would be reviewed for how it is 
operating and safety. 

6. Why are there no continuous sidewalks along NE 68th Street? 

When this area initially developed, county road standards did not require sidewalk, curbs and planter strips. 
More recent development did require the construction of sidewalk and disabled-accessible curb ramps, 
albeit to what is now an outdated standard. Some sidewalk curb ramps were recently upgraded before this 
summer’s pavement preservation work. This work is in accordance with current ADA standards for ramps 
and U.S. Department of Justice’s requirements. (see #8 for more details) 

A sidewalk project would cost more than available funds in our Transportation Improvement Program 
under Ongoing Programs for sidewalk improvements. As previously mentioned, we may apply for grant 
funding and could look to build sidewalk improvements in phases. 

During the Comprehensive Plan update and resulting Capital Facilities Plan for transportation 
improvements, the roadway had not triggered capacity/mobility criteria and, therefore, is not identified as 
needing to be built to the full road standard at this time. This process typically considers full roadway 
improvements, not just sidewalk improvements. Sidewalk improvements would be part of a full roadway 
improvement.  

7. Are street lights along NE 68th Street planned and if not what would be the process to get street lights 
installed? 

There are no current plans to install street lighting along NE 68th Street other than what might be required 
as a condition of development approval. Streets lights are an option available to the developer to satisfy 
streetscape amenity requirements, but they are not required outright by county road standards or the 
Highway 99 Subarea Plan. 

Clark County does not require street lights except at specific locations, including major intersections 
(typically those with traffic signals), railroad crossings and entrances to schools, libraries and other public 
buildings that generate significant pedestrian traffic.  

8. Why were sidewalks on NE 68th street improved for handicapped access when these are sidewalks to 
nowhere? Seems like a waste of scarce taxpayer dollars. 

Federal interpretation of the ADA requires sidewalk curb ramps be brought up to current standards when 
the adjacent roadway is “altered.” The federal government has defined alteration to include asphalt 
overlays. Because NE 68th Street is getting an asphalt overlay this fall, ADA ramps must be improved. (28 
CFR 35.151) 

Cost is not a factor in determining whether sidewalk curb ramps need to be built or upgraded. Clark County 
is committed to complying with federal regulations and providing a multimodal transportation system that 
meets the needs of all residents, including those with disabilities. 

More information on the ADA and sidewalk curb ramps is available on the Federal Highway 
Administration’s website: www.fhwa.dot.gov/civilrights/programs/doj_fhwa_ta.cfm. In addition, Cornell 
University has a handy online chart, www.clrp.cornell.edu/q-a/105-ada_curb.html, indicating what type of 
road work triggers federal requirements to build or upgrade disabled-accessible sidewalk curb ramps. 

9. What is NE 68th street’s classification? Is it arterial? If not, could speed bumps be installed to slow 
speeding traffic? 

It is classified as an Urban 2-lane Collector (C-2 refer to Clark County Arterial Atlas for more details). The 
plan can be found at: 



www.clark.wa.gov/sites/all/files/community-planning/Transportation/ArterialAtlas2016.pdf  

Clark County does not install speed humps on collectors. These streets collect traffic from neighborhood 
streets and allow efficient movement toward arterials, highways and freeways. Collectors typically have 
posted speeds of 30 or 35 mph. Speeds humps are occasionally used to calm traffic on neighborhood streets 
with speed limits of 25 mph. 

10. What is the current traffic count on NE 68th Street? When was the last time a traffic study was completed 
on this street? 

Preliminary traffic counts completed the week of March 27, 2017, indicate that an average of 2,357 
vehicles per day near Highway 99 and 2,334 vehicles per day east of Hazel Dell Community Park. In 2010, 
the average daily traffic was 2,020 vehicles per day.  

A traffic study was completed by the developer’s traffic engineer in conjunction with their proposed plan. 
To date, this study has not been thoroughly reviewed by staff. 

11. When will NE 25th Avenue between NE 78th Street and NE 68th Street be built? Is it in the plan? 

This project is not listed on the Capital Facilities Plan or the 2017-2022 Transportation Improvement 
Program. It’s possible there could be improvements under Ongoing Programs for safety and pavement 
preservation. Those programs would not include a complete rebuild or widening of that road segment. 

12. Will Clark County consider reducing the speed limit to 25 mph as recommended by the Washington Traffic 
Safety Commission on roads that lack sidewalks and have shared pedestrian and traffic lanes? 

A speed study would need to be completed by our county engineers, following by an objective analysis to 
determine if a speed change is warranted. A number of factors would be evaluated, including crash history, 
roadside environment, operating speed, etc. An objective engineering study would need to conclude that a 
speed reduction is warranted before Public Works would recommend a change to the Board of County 
Councilors, in accordance with state law, RCW 46.61.415(2).  

13. Will Clark County working collaboratively with the City of Vancouver consider preparing a Pedestrian 
Safety Plan and Assessment for this entire area? This would include areas to the south and north of NE 68th 
Street. 

At this time, we do not have information indicating that a Pedestrian Safety Plan and Assessment is 
necessary. There are no recorded pedestrian or bicycle accidents in the past 5 years. We typically use 
county resources (staff and funds) to assess higher accident locations as our first priority before examining 
an area with no known accident history. 

Questions about the Tru Hotel Development and Land Use 

14. Who was notified about the Tru Hotel by Hilton and the proposed development application? What is the 
notification process for a development of this type?  

Notice was sent to the NE Hazel Dell Neighborhood Association regarding the pre-application conference 
on November 10, 2016.  Notice for the development review application is sent out within two weeks of 
staff determining that it is "fully complete." This occurred on February 21, 2017, which means all of the 
major items required to complete a review were submitted by the applicant.  

 
This proposal will be processed as a Type II site plan review, which requires public notice to be sent to 
property owners within 300 feet. The NE Hazel Dell Neighborhood Association will also receive the 
notice. Once public notice is issued, neighbors and concerned citizens have 15 days to submit written 
comments on the proposed development. 



15. How can improvements on NE 68th Street be made prior to approval of any new developments? Can the 
Developer be required to make these necessary improvements to the major street access that is inadequate 
for the increased volume in traffic? 

Refer to #4 above – We cannot require more than county code or case law allows to mitigate the 
transportation impacts of the development. 

As indicated in #10, a review of the developer’s traffic study will be completed as part of the site plan and 
land use review processes. That work has not been completed to date as the application packet was just 
deemed complete on April 7, 2017.   

The safety and operation of NE 68th Street as it pertains to county codes and standards will be evaluated, 
along with other elements of the development proposal. 

16. What other developments along NE 68th Street are in various stages of review and approval by the County 
and/or City of Vancouver? 

We do not process development applications inside the city limits of Vancouver. You will need to contact 
them for their information.   

Attached are a graphic and spreadsheet that shows and lists all the “county”’ permits within 300 feet of NE 
68th Street that are in various stages of review. Jurisdiction on NE 68th Street changes from county to the 
city at NE 28th Avenue. 

17. What is the County’s Comp Plan for this area and can it be shared with neighbors so we understand it? 

See the link provided in #2 above for the location of the 2016 Comprehensive Growth Management Plan. 

The Clark County Comprehensive Plan designation for the site is Commercial (C) and Urban High Density 
Residential (UH). Parcels to the west and southwest of the site are designated Commercial (C). Urban High 
Density Residential (UH) is also the designation for parcels to the east and the south of the site.  Parcels to 
the southeast are designated Urban Low Density Residential (UL). 

The Highway 99 Subarea Plan applies to this area. The map below shows the subarea designations for this 
area, and the link provides greater detail about the plan. 



 

www.clark.wa.gov/community-planning/highway-99-subarea-plan-documents 

18. What is the development review and approval process for commercial developments like Tru Hotel by 
Hilton? At what points in the development and review process do impacted property owners and neighbors 
have an opportunity to provide input into the review and approval process? 

See attached document titled, "Type II Preliminary Process." 

19. Why is access directly onto NE Highway 99 being denied for this project site plan? 

Initially, the developer proposed access from a stubbed right-of-way (new public intersection) on Highway 
99. Because of the standard noted below, the development could have extended the right-of-way on the 
north property line and constructed a new public road intersection to gain access onto Highway 99. The 
developer subsequently submitted their application package showing access on NE 68th St. 

This topic was discussed at the Pre-Application Process. The applicant was advised that a Road 
Modification Request would be required, along with justification for why access could not be to NE 68th 
Street, a lower classified roadway. 

Direct access (not a new public road intersection) typically needs to be to lower classifications of roadway, 
per Clark County Code 40.350.030(B) 4 d 1: 

“(1)    Driveways. No driveways will be permitted to access onto urban or rural arterials unless 
no other access to the site exists or can be provided.” 

Highway 99 is a Principal Arterial with 4 lanes, center turn lane and bike lanes. 

NE 68th St is a 2-lane collector (lower classification roadway). 

The specific impacts related to traffic flow will be reviewed in more detail when the developer’s 
engineering analysis and traffic data is reviewed by staff. At this point, all of the discussions related to 
access have been preliminary. 


