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From 

Our 

Pastor 

 

The season of Lent is a time of repentance, or turning toward God. If you have practiced 

Lent in the past, you may have been encouraged to give something you love  

up - like chocolate or television. In recent years, there has been a move to “take  

something on” during Lent rather than giving something up.  Both of these are fine  

practices if they usher you more often into the presence of God.  But for me, I know that 

in order to either give something up or take something on that will help me turn toward 

God, the first move is to be willing to be present to God.  Only by returning to that will-

ingness to be present many times a day will I feel the internal shift I seek at this time of 

year.   
 

I know that this season of Lent is likely to be more poignant for us as a community than 

usual, as we anticipate the return to our building right around the time Lent is  

ending.  For me, when something highly anticipated is on the viewable horizon, it makes 

it harder than ever to be willing to be present. So, even though this is an extra-busy time, 

I need to take more time, not less, to concentrate on noticing God’s leading in my life. 

How about you?  I’ll be curious to hear from you about how your Lenten practice goes 

in the exciting weeks to come. 
 

On Ash Wednesday, we will begin the Lenten season with a service of worship at noon at 

Vancouver Heights UMC, 5701 MacArthur Blvd, Vancouver, WA 98661.   If you would 

like to further deepen your Lenten practice, during Sunday worship there will be a few 

copies of the UCC Lent Devotional booklet available for $5.00 each. 

 

See you in church! 

Jennifer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All women of the church are invited to  

celebrate sisterhood,  

fellowship and friendship when the  

Women’s Breakfast Group  

meets at  

9:30 a.m., Saturday,  

February 10th  at the Peachtree  

on Highway 99. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does your household include preschool or elementary aged children?  Are you a grandparent 

or other relative who cares for children regularly? If so, we want to hear from you!  How can 

the church be more supportive of you and your family?  What areas of faith development do 

you wish we could focus on more?  And, last but certainly not least, how can we have more 

fun together?   

 On Sunday, February 11th at 11:30 am in the library room at Luepke Center, please join 

the Christian Education team for lunch and a brainstorm about how to best serve the youngest 

members of our church family and those who care for them. We’ll all eat together, then Hailey 

and Brianna will take the kiddos outside to play while the adults meet.  

 Please RSVP to Kathy@vanucc.org  by Weds, Feb 7 so that we can make sure we have 

enough food for you and your family.  Contact Jennifer@vanucc.org with questions, or if you 

can’t make the meeting but have ideas or hopes to share.  

-Pastor Jennifer and Christian Education Ministry   

 

 
 

 

 

Looking Ahead for Youth 

6-12th Grade: 
March 9-10 Wrinkle in Time movie and 

sleepover at Cedar Hills UCC.   Cost will be 
$15 but no one turned away for lack of funds 
so let me know if that is a hardship for you. 

RSVP by February 16 to  

Jennifer@vanucc.org for this time for fun 
and exploring our faith with our UCC buddies 

from other churches. 

Registration for youth summer camp for all 
ages at Camp Adams is now open.  Check out  

campadams.org for more.  

mailto:Kathy@vanucc.org
mailto:Jennifer@vanucc.org
mailto:Jennifer@vanucc.org
http://campadams.org/


 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you so much for all of the prayers 

for our family during this difficult time. 

We really appreciate the beautiful and 

thoughtful cards. Sincerely, 
Cindy and Jeff Schnabel 

 

Volunteer Now 
 

The cold weather has kept the WHO shelters full 
with overflow beds.  Please donate men’s socks, 
gloves, hats, thermals, and underwear.  You can 
give your donations to Dave Slocum at church. 

 

Sign up now for our WHO week March 18 -24.  
Once again we are partnering with our friends at 
Kol Ami to host a week at the St. Paul Lutheran 
Church site men’s shelter. Sue Meyer (Kol Ami) 
and Karen Kulm (VanUCC) are the Coordinators. 
Volunteering is easier than ever this year by using 
SignUp.  

Here's how it works in 3 easy steps: 

1. Click this link to go to our invitation page on 
SignUp: http://signup.com/go/DGRC5c  Make 
sure the calendar is on March to find the shifts 
available during our shared week shifts, March 18-
24. 

2. Enter your email address: (You will NOT need 
to register an account on SignUp) 

3. Sign up! Choose your spots.  Make sure to save 
and confirm. SignUp will send you an automated 
confirmation and reminders. Easy! Note: SignUp 
does not share your email address with anyone.  

 

Need more information?  Speak to Dave Slocum or 

Karen Kulm.  Note: mature teens may volunteer -

one teen per adult volunteer. Here is a link to the 

St. Paul site Host Manual: http://whoprogram.org/

wp-content/uploads/2015/10/

WHO_Manual_for_St_Paul_2015-2016.pdf  

 

 

Mission & Outreach February Special 
Offering is for the WHO Shelter 

 

Each winter, St. Paul Lutheran Church hosts the 
men’s overflow shelter with the help of thou-
sands of volunteer hours from people like you.  
In addition to volunteers, it takes a lot of  

resources to manage the shelter.  We ask that 
you support this important mission to our neigh-
bors who are experiencing homelessness. 

 

You can make a donation any Sunday in Feb-
ruary by making a check out to our church and 
putting “WHO” in the memo line.  Thank you for 
your support. 

http://signup.com/go/DGRC5c
http://whoprogram.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/WHO_Manual_for_St_Paul_2015-2016.pdf
http://whoprogram.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/WHO_Manual_for_St_Paul_2015-2016.pdf
http://whoprogram.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/WHO_Manual_for_St_Paul_2015-2016.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
To Our Dear Friends and Church Family.. 
 

More thanks than I can express for your love 
and prayers.  Thanks to all of you for your 
thoughtfulness and calls.  I am well on the 
road to recovery from (since May) three 
heart attacks, two ulcers, two falls, severe 
anemia, gout and flu. 
 

The shock of son Tim's serious accident has 
taken a toll on our whole family.  He still fac-
es a very long recovery from two surgeries 
(plus one planned) and many fractures and 
body damage.  He is recovering at home 
with his son, Jimmy as caregiver, drives, 
etc.   
 

We ALL appreciate your continued prayers. 
Bless you. 
 

Connie and family  
(Deb, Scott, Marcie, Pat, Kelsey, Kramer & 
Jimmy 
(Tim's mail comes to my address -  
P.O. Box 65395, Vancouver, WA 98665) 

 

 

 

 

A SOUPER BOWL  

Super Idea! 

Please support our annual Souper Bowl 

Sunday non-perishable food and money 

collection! The CE ministry is having a 

tailgate party immediately after church 

in the parking lot - support your favor-

ite football team while supporting 

SOUPER BOWL. All food and money 

collected will support the important 

work of Martha's Pantry. People donat-

ing food or money will receive a hot 

dog and beverage, or they can be pur-

chased for $1, while supplies last.  Get 

your game on - let's score a touchdown 

for SOUPER BOWL Sunday! 

 

SOME CHANGES HAPPENING 

Just a reminder of the changes happening in 

the office for 2018. 
 

The church office will now be closed on  

Fridays and open 10-2 Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday.  

Since I will have approximately 7 hours less 

office time, the cut off day for Link updates, 

full Link articles and the bulletin will have 

to be Tuesday.   

We can make this work!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

February 03 David Macko 

February 12 Gail Schmitt 

February 12 Carole Greenauer 

February 21 Brian Fick 

February 21 Simon Melton 

February 25 Don Walter 
 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

 

 

 

 

7:00 PM Choir 

2 

Office Closed 

3 

4  10:00 

Souper Bowl 

Worship and  

Tailgate  

Party 

5 

 

10:30 AM 

Spirituality 

Group 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

7:00 PM 

CE  in the 

church office 

7 

10:00AM 

Bible 103 

 

 

 

7:00 PM 

Bible 103 

8 

10:00 AM 

Prayer Shawl 

 

6:00 

Parish Life 

 

7:00 PM Choir 

 

9 

Office Closed 

10 

 

9:30 AM 

Women’s 

Breakfast 

Group at the 

Peachtree 

11  10:00 

Worship at 

Luepke  

12 13 

 

1:00  

Membership in 

the church  

office 

14   Ash 

Wednesday  

10:00AM 

Bible 103 

12:00 Noon 

Ash Wednesday 

Service  

7:00 PM 

Bible 103 

15 

 

12:30 PM 

Communica-

tions at the 

church  

 

 

7:00 PM Choir 

16 

Office Closed 

17 

18  10:00 

Worship at 

Luepke  

19 

Office Closed 

for President’s 

Day 

10:30 AM 

Spirituality 

Group 

20 21    10:00AM 

Bible 103 

 

1:00 PM 

MJE Circle  

 

6:00 P&F 

 

7:00 PM 

22 

 

11:00 AM 

Memorials at 

the church  

office 

 

7:00 PM Choir 

23 

Office Closed 

24 

25  10:00 

Worship at 

Luepke  

26 27 

 

 

7:00 

Council in the 

church office 

28 

10:00AM 

Bible 103 

 

 

 

7:00 PM 

Bible 103 

 

 

  

February 2018 

Offsite Meetings: 

Worship: Luepke Community Center   
  1009 E McLoughlin  
 
 

Spirituality: Vancouver Heights UMC 
  5701 MacArthur Blvd, Vancouver                        

 
 

M&O:   7210 NE 14th Ct.  98665 
 

Ash Wednesday: Vancouver Heights UMC 
  5701 MacArthur Blvd, Vancouver 


